
 

 

HAND DELIVERED 
 
23rd September 2020 
 
Dear Resident 
 
Re: Community Consultation on Proposed Development at Smithy Street Site 
 
 

On behalf of the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, I would like to invite you to 
participate in a community consultation process regarding the proposed development 
at the above site. 
 
Participating in the Consultation Without Leaving Home  
 
Due to the Co-vid 19 pandemic, the Council is observing social distancing, when 
engaging with the public; therefore, it is not possible to consult in the traditional way 
where large numbers of residents gather in a single location.  
 
As a result, we have looked at different ways to consult, so that you can access 
consultation information without leaving your home, and still ask questions and to 
inform comments on the proposals put forward. 
 
The document which accompanies this letter, includes plans and diagrams for you to 
view along with a questionnaire which you can complete and return by post should 
you wish. Alternatively, you can email any comments you have to the contact officer 
named on this letter.  You can also email questions to the officer before you submit 
your comments. 
 
These plans, documents are also available for you to access on the Council’s 
website at (get the correct address from comms), where you can ask questions 
and respond to the consultation questionnaire.  We will also run to 2 online 
conference events via the platform zoom for a 2 hour session on Tuesday 29th 
September 2020, at  2pm – 4pm and 5pm – 7pm, therefore should you wish to be 
invited, you will need to send an email to whoever, here who will deal with this? 
specifying which event you want to attend, and in reply you will receive the invitation, 
the ID Code and Password to log on accordingly.   
 
On-Site Consultation 
 
Two events will be held, one on Thursday 1st October 2020 (4pm – 7pm), the second 
on Saturday 3rd October 2020 (10am – 1pm). The Council will set up the meeting 
where the public can safely discuss the proposals face to face with officers. However; 
for the safety of all residents and staff, the consultation will take place in strict 
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Tower Hamlets Council 
Town Hall
160 Whitechapel Road
London
E1 1BJ

May 2024

Smithy Street Parking Court Redevelopment

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The best of London in one borough

The Mayor is committed to making a place where people can live in high quality and 
affordable homes. The Council is working with developers and Housing Associations 
to build a  minimum of 1000 homes for social rent each year for the next 4 years with 
a focus on larger 3 and 4 bedroom family homes. This site has been identified with 
the potential to deliver up to 25 affordable homes for rent.
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Site - Aerial View

Smithy Street - Original Scheme - 2022

Smithy Street - October 2023

The Site
The proposed site is the playground area (yellow) on the existing school site and the 
garages site (red) is being sought to be exchanged (like for like in area) to create a 
new playground/ball court area.

	· 4x 3 Bed 5 Person Homes homes
	· Shared communal gardens
	· Low rise to reduce overshadowing onto neighbours
	· Designed with reduced overlooking into gardens

	· 8 homes comprising of maisonettes and apartments
	· Shared communal gardens
	· Positioned to reduce overshadowing and overlooking onto neighbours
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Notes

1. Do not scale this drawing.
2. All dimensions must be checked on site and any 
discrepancies verified with the architect.
3. Unless shown otherwise, all dimensions are to structural 
surfaces.
4. Drawing to be read with all other issued information. Any 
discrepancies to be brought to the attention of the 
architect.
5. This drawing is the copyright of Levitt Bernstein and 
may not be copied, altered or reproduced in any form, or 
passed to a third party without license or written consent.
6. This document is prepared for the sole use of 

and no liability to any other persons is accepted by Levitt 
Bernstein. Levitt Bernstein accepts no liability for use of 
this drawing by parties other than the party for whom it 
was prepared or for purposes other than those for which it 
was prepared.

This is not a construction drawing, it is 
unsuitable for the purpose of construction 
and must on no account be used as such.
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The  council  is now exploring options to re-develop 
the site to provide family apartments as well as 
maisonettes in order to provide additional new family 
homes for social rent. 

The proposed scheme would see a land swap for the 
same area take place with the neighbouring school 
which benefits both the council and the school. 

The the development would be moved away from 
nearby buildings and nearer to Smithy Street to 
reduce its impact on the neighbouring buildings and 
the school would receive a newly designed and built 
play area for the students

The apartment building would be 6 storeys, with the 
top 2 floors set back from the street and school to 
reduce their visual impact and provide much needed 
private outdoor space for new homes at this level’

The new proposed scheme would provide:

Apartments on ground, first, second and third floors:

	· 7 x 2 Bed 4 Person home
	· 11 x 3 Bed 5 Person home
	· 3 x 4 Bed 6 Person home

Maisonettes on fourth and fifth floors:

	· 2 x 3 Bed 5 Person home
	· 2 x 4 Bed 6 Person home
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Smithy Street - Land swap area
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Street Views

Smithy Street - View 1 - View looking east along Smithy Street
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The proposed new family homes would all be designed to 
feature: 

	· Separate areas for the kitchen/dining room and the living 
room 

	· Separate WC for visitors in 4 bedroom homes
	· Built in storage space
	· Lift access (upper floor homes)
	· Private garden or balcony (upper floor homes only) large 

enough to fit a table for the family to eat together outside
	· Secure windows and doors to meet Met Police guidelines
	· Super-insulation to minimize energy bills for residents
	· Secure bike storage at ground floor level 
	· Dedicated communal bin store room

New Family Homes

Typical - 2 Bed 4 Person home

Typical - 3 Bed 5 Person home

Precedent - Kitchen Precedent - Communal Area Precedent - Secured bike storage with green roof

Typical - 4 Bed 6 Person home


